
APPEAL Reference APP/D1265/W/21/3289314  

In relation to 2/2018/1124/OUT: Land North Of Crown Road - Develop land by the erection of 72 No. 

dwellings and new community facilities. (Outline application to determine access and layout) 

Marnhull Parish Council holds by its comments originally submitted but has additional comments to 

those originally submitted to reflect changes in the planning landscape since 2018. These comments 

reinforce our original view to OBJECT to this application. 

1. This application is not in accordance with the spatial strategy for North Dorset as set out 

in the Local Plan: 

Since this application, the application ref 2/2018/0449/OUT - Land off Salisbury Street 

Marnhull Dorset has been withdrawn, but an outline application for a site of similar size, ref 

2/2018/1808/OUT – Land north of Burton Street has been approved.  

Policy 2 of the North Dorset Local Plan 2016, Core Spatial Strategy, states that outside the four 

main towns, where access and proximity to services is more limited development will be more 

strictly controlled with an emphasis on meeting local and essential rural needs.  

The Plan also states that in the past, development in rural areas significantly exceeded 

planned rates, yet did not enable rural facilities to be retained or enhanced. North Dorset 

District Council made clear that it did not want this unsustainable spatial distribution of 

development repeated. 

At the time of the last Census, Marnhull parish had a population of approximately 2,000 

residents and 962 dwellings. By 2016 (when the Local Plan was adopted) this had increased 

by 13 dwellings to 975 dwellings. 

Based on information provided in the annual monitoring reports, and known applications, the 

level of growth since the plan was adopted, and further consented growth for Marnhull parish, 

is summarised below: 

Housing Supply  Total  Notes  

Post LP adoption - completions (Apr 2016 – Mar 2021) 42  

Extant consents (likely to complete Apr 2021 – Mar 2026) 97  

• Longonot, Crown Road 1 2/2012/0771/PLNG 

• Land adjacent Joyces New Street  2 2/2015/0522/REM 

• Agri. Building, Haines Lane  1 2/2018/0441/AG 

• Land adjacent Joyces 7 2/2018/1391/OUT 

• Barn at Ashley Down Farm 1 2/2019/0722/FUL 

• Land at E 377595 N 118361 1 2/2019/0623/FUL 

• Land N Of Kentisworth Road 9 2/2020/0042/REM 

• Land N Of Elmside, Musbury Lane 1 2/2020/0801/REM 

• Greenfields, Sodom Lane 3 2/2020/0610/OUT 



• Land at E 378925 N 119315, Sodom Lane 2 P/FUL/2020/00251 

• Strangways Farm, Hains Lane 4 P/PAAC/2021/00061 

• Land North of Burton Street 61 2/2018/1808/OUT 

• Land at E 377395 N 118565 Kentisworth Road  4 P/OUT/2021/01737 

• Land south of Three Acres 8 P/OUT/2021/05708 

TOTAL  147  

 

In the last 5 years, there have been 42 dwellings built – about twice the rate experienced in the 

10 years between the last two Census dates (2001 – 2011). In the period April 2021 to March 

2026, there are already extant consents which mean that the number of homes will increase by 

97 dwellings. This rate of growth going forward (19 dwellings per annum) is a significant 

exponential increase for the village. And this is before the current application is considered, 

which would increase this further still. It would mean that since 2016 the village (parish) would 

have grown by 178 dwellings – an 18% increase. 

This is not what the Local Plan envisaged. The level of housing growth for Stalbridge and the 

larger villages set out in the Local Plan was based on 825 dwellings over the 20 years from 

April 2011. Split proportionately (based on settlement size) this would equate to about 80 – 90 

dwellings in Marnhull – which is already exceeded just half way through the plan period.  

Surely this degree of divergence from the Spatial Strategy – which was specifically drafted to 

avoid development in rural areas given that these are inherently less sustainable than the towns 

– should be resisted. There is nothing in the proposals to suggest that this will improve the 

current level of service provision, increase options for public transport, or bring businesses to 

this rural part of the County, that would justify this as a sustainable form of development. It 

will inevitably increase car-borne trips and undermine the Council’s declared climate 

emergency.  

2. Lack of sustainability 

Since we provided our original comments, construction works have recently commenced on 

the nearby Gillingham Southern Extension (ref 2/2018/0036/OUT & 2/2018/0077/OUT) which 

is a major development of 1,600 homes and only some 5 miles north of this proposed site. This 

is one of the developments proposed in the Local Plan’s Core Spatial Strategy. As described in 

our original comments, whilst Marnhull has some amenities, it is far from a sustainable 

location. A very large amount of local housing demand will undoubtedly be met by the 

Gillingham development, plus others located in nearby towns of Sturminster Newton, 

Sherborne and Blandford Forum; these last two towns have major housing development that is 

already well underway. As all of these major developments are in towns with local amenities, 

good transport links and local employment opportunities, they will be far more sustainable than 

could possibly be achieved in Marnhull. 

Whilst this proposal is not on the scale of any of the urban developments, it is a very significant 

one in terms of scale for the village and will prove unnecessary to supply local demand, another 

mainstay of the Local Plan. 

 


